
 
 

Kiss Play Reflection: 
 
I was overall okay with the contents of the trip. I enjoyed going to Iris but I wished we could have spent 
more time there and the Yale Library,I felt really disconnected from the play, mostly because of the bad 
acting. I feel bad because I tried so hard to be engaged and to understand the metaphorical or symbolic 
things within it, but the acting was so bad I couldn't believe anything was really happening.  
 
 
 
 
End of Term Reflection: 
 
My favorite event by far was the day long trip to New York City for Bangsokol. Not only was it a fun trip in 
general, but I was able to experience many different cultural and historical events while still going deep 
with them. I saw a good blend of historical and contemporary issues at the Brooklyn Museum. We studied 
the meanings, history, and themes behind ancient Aztec portraits, and then still carried those themes into 
analyzing a modern day art work about refugees. Maybe it was a time issue but the events I attended in 
school just didn't have the depth for thought that the museum allowed.  
As for my Capstone project, I'm pretty pumped about it because I'm passionate about my topic, and I have 
a lot of cool ideas about outside media that are related to it. I worry about coordinating the filmmaker to 
come to Watkinson, because I feel that she is the most perfectly related person to speak on my topic and if 
I can't manage to make it work, I worry that any other media will fall short in my eyes.  
 



 

Adam Alter 

 

I was actually pleasantly surprised by the overall tone of Mr. Alter’s Q and A. I was going 

into this expecting him to be the type of adult who would be very forceful or persistent with the 

message of “phones are bad, technology is destroying young people,” but it wasn’t like that at all. 

I wasn’t surprised that he reported little pushback to his book or research. This type of topic I 

think has people most likely to say, “yes I agree with that but I’m going to go right back to my 

phone/laptop etc.” I was hopeful that Mr. Alter seems to think there will be ways for us to regulate 

our use of technology in a healthy way in the future, that we won’t become phone trapped 

mindless zombies. Overall, I think he managed to include important facts from his book in a more 

concise way, even over Skype. 

 

Caitlin Wolfe 

 

I wish this event was longer than it was. I thought the perspective Ms. Wolfe brought to a 

rarely talked-about topic amongst teenagers was really enlightening and new. I hadn’t previously 

thought about how the recent spread of “fake news” could impact the health and wellbeing of the 

general populous. By spreading false awareness and false facts, people get confused about what 

is actually impacting them. Ms. Wolfe made a point about the many false facts surrounding 

vaccinations. I really liked her philosophy surrounding that point. She emphasized that while 

freedom of choice is important, we need to think beyond ourselves when it comes to vaccinating 

and protecting our health. If we can afford and have the access to an easy solution for a disease, 

it’s our responsibility to protect our health in order to protect the people who don’t have the same 

access as we do.  



 

Stephen Breyer 

 

In a time where it seems like no one can get along, and the abyss between groups of people 

seems to grow bigger and bigger everyday, it was really inspiring to hear Justice Breyer speak 

about the collegiality among the Supreme Court Justices. I found it uplifting to hear that there is 

rarely a heated debate, but more bouncing and countering ideas. There’s no illwill, and Justice 

Breyer even gave an example of having coffee in the mornings with the other members, even the 

one’s who he disagrees with. I think that if these respected officials can find ways to get along, 

there’s no reason why the divide between Republican and Democratic politicians should be so 

bad. We obviously elected members of our respective parties for a reason, and I think not only as 

adults, but people in positions of power and influence, it’s ridiculous to see them both squabbling 

and fighting as we do on tv. It seems that too many people are afraid of making compromises and 

it was just very inspiring to see some form of sanity still in Washington.  

As for how the Supreme Court actually works, I was still unclear about that when we left. 

Although he spent a lot of time explaining, I was still confused as to the actual structure of the 

Court. I’m a very visual person, so if I can’t imagine what something looks like, I struggle to 

understand how it operates. I wanted to know, (dumb as it may sound), what the actual room 

looks like. Is it set up in an open, discussion based way or does every judge have their own seat? 

Is there a secretary or worker whose job it is to read off the issues that are in Court that day or 

keep track of the discussions? Is there a power dynamic and if so, what’s it like? 

I really liked the way the Forum was conducted overall. I thought that having the big 

television with a live stream of the two people on stage was very helpful to being able to maintain 

attention because we were sitting so far away. I wished they had scheduled more time for 

questions but I liked the dynamic between the Justice and the interviewer and everything else.  



 

Freshly Squeezed 

 

The emphasis one of the interviewee’s put on the difference between America having good 

workers, but being bad citizens was a really new point that I had never heard nor bothered to 

think about. I thought his way of thinking was very Watkinson-esque in terms of the overall 

meaning. He thought it was a thousand times more valuable to teach a child how to be a good 

citizen, and overall person, than to be a good student, or good at school. I agree with this point, 

because although we need good thinkers to move us forward in some ways, we’ll still be stagnant 

if we can’t communicate, empathize, understand, or work together. The recent candidacy of our 

wackadoo president seemed to be the catalyst a lot of people needed to get this type of 

conversation going. I believe the woman on the panel leaned more towards the conservative side 

and even she agreed when someone said, “We’ve lost the ability to even discuss.” “We don’t 

respect each other anymore. It’s not just, ‘I disagree with you’ anymore it’s ‘I hate you, you’re a 

bad person.’” The panelists seemed to all agree that the lack of importance we put on raising 

generations to be tolerant and understand of one another, in basic terms, just be good people, is 

put behind the need for kids to be better students because we want to be able to say America has 

the best education and students. Because the way we interact with each other has changed so 

much, especially since Trump, the panelists have said that most American’s don’t bother to know, 

or don’t want to know what goes on in their own country. But it’s so critical that we don’t give up, 

or say “It’s not my problem,” not only because one day it could be your problem, but because 

ignorance is the ultimate danger. Ignorant beliefs breed ignorant actions, and that impacts our 

country as a whole.  

 

 



Oneika Raymond 

 

I really enjoyed hearing Oneika Raymond speak at both the morning and night, but I felt I 

absorbed the most information and knowledge from when she came to speak to the women of 

color in Raven’s. There’s one thing she told us, that she only touched on during her morning talk. 

“Never let the color of your skin stop you from seeing the world.” I didn’t even realize how truly 

whitewashed the typical image of traveling was until Oneika brought up the point about the 

Google Images. Seeing that just typing in “traveler” only brings up white travelers was really eye 

opening. Even though there are places around the world that I do want to visit before I die, I’m not 

the biggest traveler. However, after meeting with Oneika and hearing how much enjoyment she 

truly gets from experience other cultures, it truly overwhelmed the negativity I had initially 

associated traveling as a black woman. The fact that even though she had some of same 

negative experiences as a woman of color abroad, the fact that that didn’t stop her from 

encourage us from traveling makes me truly believe that the pros outweigh the cons. I really want 

to nurture a sense of adventure in myself that wasn’t there before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Taste of Cherry Film Night 

 

If I'm being completely honest I was a little disappointed with the turnout of the event. 

Although some Global Studies kids as well as many CAP kids came out, I guess I just expected 

more. Maybe I was hoping for too much as it was the first event I've tried to host as well as 

something that's so based on likes such as Foreign Film. However despite knowing this, I don't 

intend to stop attempting to host foreign film nights. Maybe we need a more typically exciting 

movie that will attest the people who are less willing to try something more experimental. I was 

happy overall with the people who did come. I think having food from the country the movie is 

from was a really unique touch that shows we were willing to go farther than just setting up a 

movie.  In the future, I am excited to continue these foreign film nights as I think they are the a 

great combination of social time to spend with friends and a chance to learn about cultures and 

lives outside your own. I think things like art, music, and cinema transcend language and border 

lines so I'm really encouraged to continue these events.  

 

Ai Weiwei Human Flow Movie 

 

I think the way Ai Weiwei portrayed the theme of empathy had a lot to do with not just the 

scenes that one would expect of poignant family moments, tragic losses, and dehumanizing 

removal methods, but also in the happy scenes. Scenes like the one where the family was talking 

about how they brought their cat with him, and proceeded to show phone pictures of it dressed up 

in a little sweater, served as a reminder that these people are not just “refugees,” they are people 

just like us. They may live in different places, practice different religions, or speak different 

languages, but they still experience almost normal moments of any ordinary family or person. I 

think in that way, it instills the idea of empathy even more by showing that people from completely 



different walks of life, are all still human in the end. This makes it easier for people to get behind 

the cause of helping out the refugees because Ai Weiwei showed the faces of the cause.  

From an artistic standpoint, the film had the perfect mixture of between art and the world. It 

came together so naturally for me, I didn’t perceive anything as the director trying too hard. The 

shots Ai Weiwei captured of the world around the refugees as well as the people themselves 

were turned into a visual thing. My favorite shot was the one he took of the barren tree, the only 

tree alone in the burning oil fields of Afghanistan. I thought it was kind of metaphorical. The tree 

to me represented the refugees as the sole source of humanity, kindness, empathy, or 

compassion amidst fields of hate, evil, and complicity. The fact that I was able to draw any kind of 

metaphors from shots like this show how well Ai Weiwei was able to incorporate art and visuals 

into the film.  

A. Detailed analysis of the film’s techniques, choices and effects! -Ms OB 
 

 

Ya Wrath 

 

I don’t know if it was because he was nervous to speak to a crowd in English, but I wish he had 

spent more time talking about the cultural and societal differences between Cambodia and 

America. I was fascinated when I learned that the Cambodians in Lowell, Mass actually created 

gangs of their own. I always assumed if they joined gangs they would assimilate to local gangs, 

so it’s interesting that assimilation was common everywhere else, except the gangs.  I 

appreciated the music, and especially the way he described music saving him from a life of gangs 

like his half-brothers.  

B. Good start but I would love to hear more specifics about what you learned and what new 
thinking you have. -Ms OB 

 



 

Skype Session with Ghenwah Karbeet 

 

Despite the casualness, I really enjoyed this Skype session. I thought it was really 

refreshing to hear about the state of displaced people and other cultures from a singular person 

who has actually experience it, versus the news or media relaying biased information. She was 

very blunt with her opinions and even though at first it was startling, I liked that I was getting the 

truth of the people, and not a censored version. I was shocked to hear that things like 

kidnappings and disappearances are almost commonplace in Turkey. There weren’t as many as 

in Syria, but you could really see the cultural and lifestyle differences between the U.S and 

Syria/Turkey in the way she spoke about the issues, which was so casual. I had no idea that 

Lebanon was such an unsafe place for Syrians, but was happy to hear that, contrary to a lot of 

what we hear on TV and the news, Turkey was a relatively accepting place for Syrians, and even 

accommodating healthcare and making it free for refugees. Her takeaway message really 

touched me, as I expected a political statement, but instead she said “Just give us a chance,” 

which is really all any of us want. She didn’t mention political or cultural differences, but asked us 

as one people, to simply have empathy and take care of Syrians in need.  

 

 

Bolokada Conde 

 

It’s a little hard to write a reflection on this event that includes a lot of information because 

most of the event was Mr. Conde actually teaching us to drum. Nevertheless, I still learned a 

couple things and I overall very much enjoyed my time. I think this event provided a much needed 

relief from the much more lecture-driven events, which also tend to be more on the sad side. To 



be able to meet someone who has made a career out of their passion while also being able to 

remain close to their roots and heritage was quite inspiring, as well as the pure joy that he 

seemed to radiate when he taught us drumming. He seemed like he enjoyed the fact that we 

were having fun and learning. It was amazing to hear that he was from a small, remote village, so 

remote that it didn’t even have a constant source of clean water until 2016, when Bolokonda’s 

profits from drumming paid off. I also learned much about drumming itself, specifically the hand 

drums. Although I was always able to discern the different sounds and tones one gets from hitting 

a different part of the drum a certain way, I never paid much attention to it, or thought it was 

difficult, until I tried (and failed) at it myself. The only thing I didn’t like from the event, is 

something that is no fault of the presenters, but something I always hate at the end of every 

Global Studies event. I love learning about other lives, and expanding my knowledge and 

perspective of the world, but as much I love this, I always leave these events with a sense of 

helplessness on my part. I can’t help but feel like there’s nothing I can do, as a teenager from 

Connecticut, to help alleviate these global issues. I always like to ask what we, as a younger 

generation can do to get involved, but it seemed like there was nothing to be done this time, 

which was relieving, and sad at the same time. However, I think Mr. Conde did a great job 

engaging everyone while also tying back the fun aspect of music and drumming to the great 

advances he made for his village, like earning enough money to build two wells for his village.  

 

 

 


